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PSALM l. 12, 13. 


Reſtore unto me the Joy of f thy Sale 


vation and upho old me with thy 
free Spirit. 


Then will teach Nane 22 thy 


Hays, and Sinners ſpall be con. 


ver tel unto thee. | 


3 . = HE Zeal of a 3 Re s 


0 17 itſelf throughout the whole of 
= this mournful Hymn of King 
David; but in the Words that I 


1 now read, that Zeal ſeems to have ex- 
cited the Spirit of the Propbet. How long 
the Ae might have lain dormant in the 
Prince lately engaged j in criminal and unhappy 


Intrigues, is. not material to enquire : But it is 
plain that Nathan s warm Application to his 


Conscience c had ſtirred and agita fed, the Whole 


A 2 Man, 
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Man, and brought him to a thorough Recol- 
lection of himſel⸗ under all his Characters and 
1 Capacities ; that of the Pr ophet or Teacher, 
as I faid; in a particular Manner. He is not 
ſatisfied with reſolving on his own Reforma- 
tion and Amendment, but will, in his publick 
Capacity, turn Sinners, like him ſel, to God, 
5 and teach T rongroors his . a 5 


T HE Err ors of „ in 3 Sta- : 
tions cannot rightly be amended, without a 
due Regard to the Influence they may have 
had upon thoſe under their Care. Whilſt | 
they that act in a private Way of Life have 
leſs need of extending their Views far be- 
yond themſelves, as their Vices or their Vir- 
tues are not likely to operate out of the Li- 
mils of their own Obſcurity : Though the 
Lapſes of the Meaneſt will ever be conſi- 
dered by him that i 18 truly penitent for them, 
with all the probable ill Effects they may 
produce, as far as they are obſerved or 
known. This undoubtedly made the Pro- 
Phet David, as he is called by ſome, for the 
pious Inſtructions in his divine Songs, as well 
as King David at other Times, ſo much 
15 concerned to repair, according to his Power 3 


the ; 


LIL 
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the Wrongs his Miſconduct as have done 


| > the People. He would teach them the Do- 
ctrine of unfeigned Repentance, turn the 
wicked Man from the Sins that he had 


committed; and admoniſh him to do that 


which is lawful and right, that he 1 


8 fave his Soul alive. 


IT is not only a general Principle n 


Mind rightly ſeaſoned with Virtue to propa- 
gate Virtue and Goodneſs as much as poſſi- 


ble; but in caſe of a ſhameful F ailure, the 


Mind, when it begins to return to its right 
State, doubles that Zeal for the Good of 
Mankind; as the Sun, when it has been 
clouded, delights to f. pread its Rays far and 
wide over the Places that have been deprived 
=” their chearing Influences. But to confi. 
der how much the Teaching Character ſuf- 
fers in its Honour by the Vices of thoſe that 
bear it, may not be very pleaſant; nor what 
additional Pain and Labour a flagrant Crime 
gives ſuch a Sort of Penitent as the Author 
of this Pſalm; how much more difficult, 
and, perhaps, leſs ſucceſsful, it renders his 
: Endeavours to inſtru. Mankind. I ſhall 
therefore here drop the Penitent, and purſue 


the 


16) 


the Prophet or Teacher only, in my far= 
ther ae Subject. 


ot U. * e! ee might aſl prove 


us an uſeleſs Order of Men, if they could as 


ceeaſily prove the human Underſtanding, in its 
oyvyn Nature only, a perfect Faculty: I mean, 

a Faculty capable of riglitly directing us in 
all our Actions, without any foreign Cultiva- 
tion and Improvement ; and alſo of keeping 

us "ſteady in our Proſecutions of Right and 
Good, without any Danger of erring from 
this right Way, and fo as never to need any 
Admonitton or Correction from without. But 
till this is proved, it muſt be allowed that 
there is both Room and Reaſon for Admo- 
nition and Inſtruction; and that it may not 
in any Age or State be improper to permit, 
at leaſt, if not appoint a Set of Men to the 
Office of directing others. But that the di- 
vine Inſtitution of Perſons to this Duty may 
be deduced from this Principle, ſuppoſed to 
be:founded:in Nature, Iwill not at preſent 
pretend to ſay; only juſt hint the Neceſſity 
or Uſefulneſs of conducting the human Minck 


to Truth. and b f 
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: Tur Soul of Man is, bac, the E. | 

; nobleſt Work of God with which we are ac- 
quainted. We dare prefer it before the Sun, 
with all its Light, Heat, Beauty and Ser- 


viceableneſs : Becauſe the Sun, to our Per- 


p ceptions, has neither Thought nor Conſciouſ- 
neſs ; can neither reaſon nor reflect; but is as 
| infeaſible of its own Perfections as the ſtupid 5 
Rock or Tree upon the Mountains. But the. 
Soul of Man is capable of refleting on itſelf. * 
And yet it is no Diſparagement to the Soul, 
or its great Author, to ſuppoſe it needs Care and 
Cultivation ; any more than to ſuppoſe that 
the beſt Piece of Ground will not produce the 
beſt Fruits, without the Improvement of the 
Huſbandman. The fame great Author has 
placed it in that Neighbourhood to, and union 


with, Body, from whence ariſe Senſations 


and Affections that require Management arid 
Regulation; that call for the proper Culture 
of Wiſdom and Inſtruction. Hence the Dif- 
ference betwixt the Child and the Man, the 
Clown and the Scholar, the Savage and the 
Philoſopher. How does the Child become a - 
Man? He obſerves and reaſons, is taught and 
inſtructed as he grows in Years. The Clown, 
removed from the Country into the School, . 
will $ 
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will take, as it were, a new Nature, Attend⸗ 


to Leſſons of Wiſdom, and turn out a . 
cious Critick, an ingenious Writer. And. 
the Diſcipline of a Socrates might have made 

a Plato of a young ſavage Hottentot, ſuppo- 
ſing him of equal Parts, as well as af the Son 

pol Ariſton, Nor does the ſuppoſed Inequali- 
ty of Parts or Capacity at all affect the Truth 


of this Principle: Whether we imagine an 


Equality of Souls, and that the Difference 
ariſes from the different Organization of Bo- 
dies; or elſe that the Souls themſelves are va- 


riouſly formed, and have that Difference of 


Capacity in their own Nature. Either Way, 
and upon either Suppoſition, the Uſefulneſs, 
and even Neceſſity, of this foreign Cultivation 

of our Underſtandings is evident. What makes 
the Man of the Child? Not his Years and 
Stature; with theſe alone he might be at 
twenty as much Idiot as the Infant: And it 


is the School and the Philoſopher which alone 


can form the Peaſant and the Savage to good 
Senſe and Wiſdom. - 


Bur theſe Things may not ſrem to be fo 


very near to the Purpoſe of teaching Tranſgreſ- 


fors the Ways of God, and turning Sinners 


(9) 


fo bi ſet forth in the Text to be more 


: 5 eee the Buſineſs of the Teacher of Vir- 


Let us therefore take a ſhort view of 
Um conſidered as a Monitor. 


Tux native Bent of Man's Mind is to 
Truth and Goodneſs, to Virtue and Order; 
as the Fountain tends to the larger Stream, 
the Stream to .the River, and the River to 
the Sea. But as the Waters of the Fountain 


and Stream are often obſtructed in their natu⸗ 


ral Courſe, and ſometimes diſſipated and loſt; 
ſo the Mind is obſtructed in its right Tenden- 
cies by what Holy Scripture calls Affections 


and Luſts within; by wrong Precept, Edu- 


cation, Example and Cuſtom without. And 


from hence flow Vice and Irregularity : Hence | 


are bred Tranſgreflors and Sinners, ſo called 
in the Text: Hence ariſe the different Cha- 
racters of Good and bad; the various Degrees 
of Virtue and Vice, to which Men's good or 
ill Conduct raiſe or depreſs them: Hence 
comes that very unhappy and wideſt Diffe- 
rence betwixt the beſt and the worſt Men: 
A Difference ſo great, that they ſcem at 
length to be almoſt of another ſpecies; and 


( 10 
that-betwixt the honeſt Man and the Villain 
we may fay the odds is almoſt eſſential. 


Tax Dilton. of the Mind at Kalk, and * 


the conducting it in its proper Courſe, is of 


vaſt Uſe to prevent theſe Irregularities. But 


in ſpite of this we find by fad Experience - 
"4 har] it too often fails of the expected Iſſue: 
That the learned Head is not always coupled 


with an honeſt Heart, and that the Man of 


Senſe and Ingenuity is not always the exacteſt 
in bis Motala, 


He that cans, indeed, that he Wiſdom - 


of Man is of itſelf ſufficient to correct theſe 
Diſorders in the moral World betrays as lit- 
tle Religion, as he that affirms Nature to be 
maintained in its Courſe of Operation, regu- 
Ur as it is, without the Concurrence of a ſu- 
perior Mind, infinitely wiſe and knowing. 
But as in the Courſe of Nature, we ſee pro- 
per Cauſes produce their proper Effects, under 
the Agency of the governing Mind; ſo no 
right Religion can ever perſuade us that Coun- 
ſels and Arguments, Exhortations and Admo- 
nitions, are wholly uſeleſs in the Regulation 


and Correction of Manners, under the Direc- ; 
tion 
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tion of the fame divine Mind: And the In- 


ſtances that might be produced of the happy 
Effects of them are abundant Proofs of their 


Uſefulneſs. We need only wiſh they did 
more abound, PPV 


Winne a \ Man 18 arrived at a very high be 
1 of Diſſoluteneſs, loſt and abandoned, 


as we ſay, to all Goodneſs, the Succeſs of the 


beſt Advice is not often very conſiderable. 

hut even with reſpect to ſuch Characters and 

Diſpoſitions, we will allow all. the proper In- 
fluence that Hell and the Devil, Racks and 


Gibbets, may have upon them: Yet could 


they be brought, according to the Satyriſt, 
| to fee Virtue, they might poſſibly as much 
repine at the Loſs of it, as tremble at the 
apprehended Puniſhment of their Vices. And 


indeed where any Thing that is ingenuous re- 
mains in the Soul, this Sight or Knowledge 


of Virtue, which they have unhappily aban- 
doned, cannot fail of breeding the moſt cut- 
ting Remorſes; the natural Effects of which 

will be ardent Wiſhes and unwearied Endea- 
vours to repair the Loſs e er it become irre- 
parable. In ſuch a Caſe, to have Virtue diſ- 

played in all its wann Lights; with its 


B 8 certain 


n) 
certain Attendant Happineſs ; ; with the peace- 
ful State of Soul it neceſſarily procures; the 
Self- congratulations that flow from right Re- 
flections on it, and the eternal and never-fail- 
ing Joys that follow it; is not unlikely to be, 
in ſome Meaſure, uſeful and efficacious. 


= Tur real Reformation and ſolid Virtue 
ſometimes owe their Beginnings to Fears and 
Horrors, we can neither doubt nor deny ; 
hen St. Paul ſo expreſſy ſays, Knowing 
therefore the Terror of the Lord, we fer- 
ſuade Men*, But that they produce many 
ſham Repentances, is too evident from the 
Vows of Sailors in a Storm, and thoſe of ſick 


Men under the Apprehenſions of Death; 


which are commonly as ſoon forgotten as the 
Cauſes of their Terrors are removed, and 
die away with the Recovery of Health, and 
the Reſtoration of Safety. Therefore it is 
that the Slave is repreſented, by the wiſe Poet, 
as forbearing to trangreſs for the Fear of Pu- 
niſhment only; whilſt the ingenuouſly virtu- 
ous Mind hates to do Evil from the Love 
he bears to Goodneſs. And indeed the Vir- 
tues of a Mind thus enſlaved by Fear, if 
: they my be called Virtues, ſeldom riſe higher 
than 


„ + 2 Cor. v. 11. 
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613) | 
than to be of the negative Kind: ceaſing to 
do Evil from the Apprehenſions of the fatal 
Conſequences of an obſtinate Perſeverance; 
but not learning to do well from the inward 
Self: ſatisfaction, and all the noble and — 
cous Pleaſures, of Well-doing. 


1 may be ſaid, that vulgar Minds, like 
thoſe of Children, are to be awed and terri- 
ſied into right Obedience, as not being capa- 
ble of ſuch refined Thoughts and Speculations 
on Virtue ; that ſuch Thoughts are more 
proper in Theory, than uſeful in common 
Practice. But have theſe vulgar Minds no 
Paſſions of the ſoft and gentle Kind? Are 
there no Addreſſes to be made but to their 
Fears? Are they not capable of admiring, 
loving, and ſtrongly affecting? Do they in 
no Ways of common Life purſue Objects of 
Affection and Deſire, as well as fly thoſe of 
Dread and Terror? If they do, they muſt be 
allowed to be proper Subjects of the more 
generous and tender Sort of Diſcipline. Their 
ſofter Paſſions may be touched; their nobler 
Affections may be wrought upon; and their 
wandring Feet reduced by a gentler Leading 
than that of Force and Fear, Violence and 
| Comput: 
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Compulſion. The Love of Right and Good 


may by the Methods of Lenity be formed in 


them ; and they brought to affect their Du- 
ty, as well as dread the Conſequences of Diſ- 


obedience: That they may run the Ways of 

God's Commandments, when their Hearts, 
according to the holy Plalmiſt, ſhall feel a 

1 2 Liberty and n. 


By T till all this may be reckoned talking 


to no Purpoſe, We may be thought to 


maenify ourſelves upon nothing. We may 


be aſked by our learned Adverſaries, Where 


are thoſe Trophies of your Doctrine and Diſ- 


5 cipline, your Inſtruction and Correction? 


Thoſe Tr anſgreſſors reclaimed? Thoſe Sin- 


ners amended Thoſe Brands plucked out of 
the Fire? Are Mankind better than they 


have been formerly ? Is there not now more 


Corruption and Vice, more Degeneracy from 
Good, and Depravity of Manners, * in 


any pa * or Fay! ? 


4 o this we may al; firſt, Prehaye - 


No. And it will be found difficult to prove 


| that Mankind, in general, have in any Age 


been better than they are at preſent, But 
oppoſe 


— 
Waun OR RR Peron. 


„ 


ſuppoſe it could be proved, it wil not there- 
fore follow that the Inculcation of Virtue, 
the Regulation of Manners, the Correction 
of Errors and Miſconducts, are neither now, 
nor ever will be, of any Uſe to Mankind. It 
will rather appear upon due Examination, 
that the World has always been obliged to 
the Teachings of the Wiſe and Virtuous, 1 
much of its good Senſe and Morals: And 
that it may not be ſo now, is s not b eaſily 
proved as ſaid. 


By T, perhaps, we may by ſome be ac- 


knowledged to be of uſe to the vulgar and 
viler Part of Mankind; and till be thought 
of little Significancy to great Perſons, learned 
Heads, wiſe Men, wiſer far than their Teach- | 


1 


1 will not fay any Thing, on this Article, 


of what need ſuch Perſons may have, or 
think they may have, of Confeſſors and Ab- 
ſolvers: They may uſe theſe as they pleaſe 
and like. But they themſelves, ſuppoſing in 
them the Wiſdom before ſu opoled, will not 
think themſelves infallible, and liable to no 
Errors. And certainly a wiſe, wa eat, and good 


Man 
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| Man was' never known lightly to eſteem an 


honeſt Adviſer, Such.a Perſon, rather, will 


at- all Times receive eracioully.. a mannerly 


5 Cenſure of a Miſbehaviour; a friendly Hint 
of. a Duty or good Office in Life or Reli- 
= gion, proceeding from a really honeſt Inten- 


. tion; though he may, at the ſame Time, 


© perceive ſome Impropriety or Awkwardneſs 
nin the Manner and Addreſs. Hence the 
wiſeſt and beſt great Men have ever choſe 
diſcreet and honeſt Counſellors to be near 
their Perſons. 5 | 


I do not mean by this? that hs Miniſters 
of Religion ſhould be fond of intruding | 
themſelves into the Politicks of Princes. Let 
ſuch preſcribe to themſelves the proper Per- Ee 
ſons for Privy Counſellors. ,, Nor do; I cen- 
ſure the Admiſſion of our orcat Men in the 
Church to a Share in the Legiſlature. Theſe, 
Things may, for me, remain as they are or 
ſhall be; and if I ſhould be thought to make 
„ low Reflections upon wp, in ne 1 
. 1 not to make Wang. ; 


* wh: T, AS s St. Peter a0 8 of him, a 99 pro- 


3 W with et to his Brethren Apoſtles, 
11 5 conſidered : 
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conſidered in their teaching Getty ; that . 


they ſtirred up Men's pure Minds by putting 
them in Remembrance; ſo no wiſe Man; 


however great, would chuſe to be without a ” 3 | 


good Remembrancer : Conſidering, that the 
Wiſeſt are not fo at all Hours; that the Beſt = 
may commit a Slip or Blunder ; and that, in 
ſuch a. Caſe, even a weak Aſſiſtance is better 
than none at all. In ſhort, no Body rightly 
weighing the common Infirmities of human 
Nature would refuſe a Lift when down, or 
a Refreſhing of his Memory, when at a Los 


In recollecting. 


Fox theſe obliging and friendly. Offices 


of Humanity, what can diſpoſe us like the 


Joy of the Salvation of God? All the good 
Spirit and Humour of Virtue in the Heart, 
and an Inclination to diffuſe and commu- 
ricate them to thoſe around us; an even 
State of Mind; Tranquility and Serenity of 
Soul, founded on conſcious Integrity, flow 
ing from a Senſe of right Intentions and right 
Actions; the eaſieſt Situation of the T houghts; 3 
the higheſt Pleaſures of the Man; the no- 


bleſt Enjoyment of. the: Chriſtian x”: 


Side his Heaven, ere he has paſſed the Gulph . 


— (41) 

of Mor ality ; vaſtly better file chan de- 
ſeribed, even after we may have read all that 
the Stoicls have wrote about Calmneſs and 
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T HE Joy of the Salvation of God Sande 
all cynical Sourneſs, and moroſe Auſterity; 
Introduces good Temper into Religion, as 

1 well as Life; and removes the Clouds and 
1 1 Darkneſs that are formed by thoſe, who give 

us nothing but the moſt melancholly Re- 
preſentations, and un _— Prof) pects, of Vir- 
tue. 
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I xis the Fancy of ſome ever to dreſs her 
in Sackcloth and Mourning; to wrap her 
up in Shades; or exhibit her in the moſt hi- 

"7 deous Colourings and Diſtortions. As if a 
REY good Man was never to ſee the Sun ſhine, or 

i enjoy a pleaſant Day. Poor Recommenda- 
tions of what is really beſt and moſt beautiful; 
* of what has every Charm that may engage 
EE the Heart; and comes attended with Offers of 
8-8 * in this 1 and Pleaſures to only. 
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1 Do not mean to Sir the Sacrifice of - 
a broken and contrite Heart, which f is repre- 
. 
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ſented in this P/a/n to be fo acceptable. 1 to 
God: nor to condemn the proper Humilia- 
tion of a Penitent; the godly Sorrow *, as. 
St. Paul calls it, which worketh Repentance 
unto Life, The beſt have Occaſions enough 
in Life to confeſs their Faults to God, and 
demit themſelves before him, in the whole- 
ſome Diſcipline of afflicting and circum- 


ciſing their Hearts to his Fear. What out- 


ward or bodily Exerciſes they may think fit - 
to preſcribe themſelves, as tending to inward 
Purification, they may be indulged in; taking 
Care that they do not degenerate into Super- 
ſtition. Faſting and Abſtinence are of great 
Uſe to the Health of the Body; and ſo to re- 
pair and fit it for the Service of God in the 
World. But that Perſons of good Senſe 
ſhould imitate that ridiculous grimace Faſt- 
ing. if it ought at all to be called Faſting, 
' which conſiſts in abſtaining from the viler 
Meats to feed upon thoſe that are the moſt 
f delicate and luſcious, is a a ſtrange . 


ApTER all 3 it be a proper part 25 


= of Chriſtian Humility to afflict and rend : 
the Heart before God, on the 8 Occa- | 


| ® 2 Cor, vii 10. | 2 
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ions of Sins and Lapſes; it is certainly not a 
very worthy Opinion of the benign Deity to 
imagine, that he can take any Pleaſ ure in the 
Sorrows and Miſeries of poor Mortals. One 
would not willingly conceive worſe of him, a 
than of a good Prince; who is never thought i 
| good for taking Pleaſure in the Diſtreſſes of 
his Subjects. The Communication of his 
oven Happineſs ſhould ever be eſteemed the 
higheſt Complacency of the ſupreme Being. 
He delights in the largeſt Diffuſions of Good; 
the moſt plentiful Diſtribution of Grace and 
Favour; the univerſal ſpreading of the Joy 
of his Sabration. The whole Earth is full of 
the Goodneſs of the Lord. 


Tu E  Upholdings of. the ebe hy cuo- 


windy. (as the Seventy render it) the free 
Spirit of God, may, in one Senſe, be ſup- 
poſed to be peculiar to King David as 
a Prince: The Spirit of Governing and 
worthily preſiding among the People. But 
in the other Senſe, that of gpiding and lead- 
Ing, it may be applicable to the inſtructing 
Character in general. Nor would we arrogate 
15 to e N too much of the governing Spi- 
; fince common Experience ſhews us, in 
moſt 
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Men oftentimes loſe all. Generally ſpeaking? 


all Powers and Privileges pertaining to an 
Office are beſt ſecured by a ſtrict Attendance 


on its proper Labours : And we ſhall find i 


that, for the moſt Part, our Reception will 
be more cordial under the Notion of the 

| Helpers of Mankind's Joy, than that of ha-. 
ving Dominion over their Faith, Theſe are 
St. Paul's own Words *; who, perhaps. might 
have claimed ſpiritual Authority in an high 
Degree, if he had not thought it more for the 
Advantage of Mankind to act the Part of a 
Guide of the Blind; a Light of them which 
are in Darkneſs; an Inſtructor of the F ool- 
ih; a Teacher of Babes. . 


Ir will, no ks he . that we 
obſerve concerning this Senſe of tlie free Spi- 
rit of God, which relates to guiding or lead- 
ing thoſe we inſtru ; that it imports ſome- 
thing more than pointing out the Way to 
Virtue at a Diſtance : That it includes Ac- 
tions as well as Words; and that we ought in 
in reality to lead the Way for Mankind t to 


that Happineſs we proclaim. 
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gf Rn on this Head, I ſhall not . much 


Pains to obviate the common Objections, and 
quell the Clamours ſometimes very loudly 
raiſed againſt us, by pleading the Infirmities 
of Human Nature; by urging or inſiſting 
largely on the Expreſſion in Holy Scripture, 
that this Tr 
earthen Veſſels; and that even the inſpired | 
Teachers acknowledge themſelves to be Men 


reaſure of Inſtruction is laid up in 


of like Paſſions with the reſt of Mankind: 


But only take Notice of one common Error 
in the Conduct of ſome Perſons of Senſe and 
Fortune, namely, that of having Men's Per- 
ſons in too great Admiration, ene Foible 15 
or Fancy. 4 9 9 5 


Tur Appearance of a Perſon of more than 


common Parts, or very extraordinary Piety, 


draws the Regards of the World. His Eclat 
ſtrikes the Eyes, and his Virtues procure him 
the Favour of the Great and Good. He 


commences ſomewhat more than Man, and 
ſcon riſes to an Angel. He! 18 careſſed and a- 


dored, and Honours, not much leſs than di- 
vine, begin to be paid him. But after ſome 
"Time, whether through a too great Elevation 
of his Spirits on his * Applauſes; or the 

kieldeneß 


+ = 408 23 3) 1 91 
Fickleneſs of lis Admirers ; ; or, as” be⸗ 5 
cauſe a near and intimate Acquaintance diſ- 
covers all mortal Men to have their Weak- 
neſſes; the Angel is miſſed, but the Man is 
found. Hence flow frequently Coldneſs and 


DiſaffeQion, and en wa * and 5 
Scandal. | 


85 Turns e other G be . 
poſed; and Mankind will judge of us as they 
liſt. But whatever Views we may all of us 
have to the Emoluments of the World, be- 
cauſe we are not made to live by the Spirit 

© only ; ; whatever Difference of Parts and Ca- 
| pacities may be found in us; whatever Va- 
riety of Opinions in ſpeculative Religion, for 
we ſhall never think all alike in Matters of 
mere Speculation; whatever different Side or 
Party we may be thought to favour in Poli- 
ticks; it will ſtill be no great Stretch of Cha- 
rity in Mankind, to believe it our common 
and general View to lead the Way for them 
to 99 ä 5 
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